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Background: A few months after the Sahwat campaign was launched in Sham, on 31 
March 2014 a group of mujahid ‘ulama and students of knowledge based in 
Khurasan connected with al-Qa tdah released a statement in support of the Islamic 
State. Below is that statement. 


All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of creation, and may peace and blessings 
descend upon the honest Chosen One. As for what follows: 


Allah (®) says in His Mighty Book: “Those who hide the clear proofs and guidance 
that We have revealed — after We made it clear for man in the Book — will be cursed 
by Allah and [by all] those who curse — except for those who repent, mend their 


ways, and let the truth be known, they are the ones to whom I will turn [in 
forgiveness], for I am the Accepter of Repentance, Most Merciful” (2:159-160). 


Many factions gathered on the land of Iraq to fight the Americans, the coalition, and 
the Rafidah in early 2003, following the American and its allies’ invasion of Iraq; and 
these fighting groups were devastating the invaders on the ground. At the head of 
those groups was Jama‘ah at-Tawhid wal-Jihad, whose leader was Abu Mus‘ab az- 
Zarqawi, may Allah accept him. 


Shaykh Usamah ibn Ladin announced in his well-known statement in 2004, in 
which he reiterated and renewed his innocence from some Arab taghut regimes and 
their apostasy, so az-Zarqawi soon pledged allegiance to Shaykh Usamah from Iraq 
to Khorasan, rejoicing the believers, enraging the unbelievers; and during that 
period: we were hearing the news of the jihad and the war on terror, as reported in 
the media. Abu Mus‘ab az-Zarqawi, may Allah accept him, was then killed in 2006, 
and Abu Hamzah al-Muhajir succeeded him as the leader of al-Qa‘idah in Iraq. 


Then, Abu ‘Umar al-Baghdadi announced the establishment of the Islamic State on 
the land of Iraq; thus Abu Hamzah al-Muhajir pledged allegiance to him, may Allah 
accept them, so that the branch of al-Qa‘idah in Iraq would be dissolved under the 
authority of the Islamic State. The Commander of the Faithful (amir al-muminin), 
Abu ‘Umar al-Baghdadi, and his war minister, al-Muhajir, may Allah accept them, 
were killed, and thereafter, the Commander of the Faithful, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
took over the leadership of the Islamic State in Iraq. 


Shaykh Usamah ibn Ladin, may Allah accept him, blessed the Islamic State, as well as 
Shaykh Dr. Ayman az-Zawahiri, considering that it was a base for jihadi work. 
Shaykh Atiyatullah and Shaykh Abu Yahya al-Libi praised it, may Allah accept them, 


as well, alongside others. 


On the other hand, whoever criticized it amongst those who did not acknowledge its 
weight, or by saying the time has not come for its like, etc., and amongst those who 
have a sickness in their hearts, Allah knows what lies hidden best. 


The apostate governments tried, with everything they had, to obliterate the features 
of that state in the media, and the sick souls followed its path from the claimants of 
Islam and bearers of shar‘i knowledge, until the winds of change swirled in Syria in 
the so-called Arab Spring. Thus it was necessary for the Islamic State of Iraq to 
expand to support its people there and to thwart the conspiracy of the two armies: 
the Syrian Army and the Free [Syrian] Army, who if given space, would administer 


the land and its people. 


The Islamic State was a thorn in their throats, foiled their plans, and encircled them. 
Then the forces of disbelief and apostasy hastened to plant the seeds of hypocrisy 
(nifaq) with new groups, under revered Islamic names, that confuse people regarding 
their din, to rival and obstruct the role of the Islamic State, as happened and is 


happening, and Allah is sought for help. 


And in Khorasan, unfortunately, the picture, in reality, was not as it was drawn in 
the minds and like how its image was in the era and time of Shaykh az-Zargawi, may 
Allah accept him. We saw therein: 


— Various views regarding the Rafidah and that their commoners are Muslims, and 
whoever opposes that is sternly rebuked to the point of being threatened with 
expulsion from the group. 


— He who climbs on the shoulders of people in the name of democracy is to be 
commended and praised, and no regard is given to those angry at that, even if it led 
to his leaving the group. 


— Specific takfir is a red-line, regardless of what the person did and the right of 


whoever did it. 


— The lack of courage in the group to impose any judgment on the perpetrator of 
what violates the Shari’ah under the pretext of not clashing with people and the lack 
of ability and empowerment... 


- Excessive praise of the so-called Arab Spring and incitement of defenseless men 
and women to walk the streets and squares to face the forces of heavily armed 
apostate forces for people to change the systems and then let us ride them, and 
whenever they fail: we demand more of them until they achieve the goal. 


- Manufactured negligence to methodological errors within the groups close to it 
and not denouncing them. 


- The Islamization of Morsi (i.e., considering him to be a Muslim), whose apostasy is 
proven among many who had the slightest sense of understanding, or is it a gesture 
to a political thought (a new jihadi)? 


— Leadership speeches are political discourses, without reference to taking up arms. 
— Replacing many shar’i terms for new terms that are open to interpretation. 

— The disavowal of the Islamic State that established the din, called to teach people 
tawhid, bara’ah from shirk and its people, and was a symbol of fairness and justice 
between people, and much mote. 

— Orders to prevent the establishment and expansion of the Islamic State, and whose 
soldiers set foot on the enemy’s land who is attacking the Muslims and their honor, 
to turn their back or to divide its forces here and there. 

- Making at-Tantawi and al-Qaradawi Islamic scholars. 


And other than that, and Allah is sought for help. 


Ironically, many of the opponents of the jihadi project of al-Qa’idah became partial 
towards it, rather, even blessed it; so what changed? 


By way of example: al-Massari, the head of the Party for Islamic Renewal, who raises 
some matters of the din and lowers others and corrects them as he alleges, presented a 
model for what he saw and considered the closest to his rotten ideas, praising the 


changes that took place in al-Qai’dah after the departure of Shaykh ibn Ladin, may 
Allah accept him, citing az-Zawahiri’s sayings, praising this change in addition to 
asking him to do more and it not being enough. 


For that we say, with the help of Allah alone, recalling His (®) saying: “...except for 
those who repent, mend their ways, and let the truth be known.” 


“who repent”, we turn to Allah because we are late in showing the truth. 


“and mend their ways”, we correct what we have corrupted and opposed; we are not 
pleased with it. Therefore, we wrote this letter to the ummah to be excused by our 


Lord. 


“and let the truth be known”, we make it plain to you that the truth is with the 
Islamic State in Iraq and Sham, which raised the flag of Islam and established the 
rulings without evasion, without shame, and without considering the reckoning of 
anyone except Allah, and we consider them as such. 


And if it persists on that, then it has from us: support, endorsement, and allegiance 
to its leader, the Commander of the Faithful, Shaykh Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi al- 
Qurashi, with listening and obedience, in difficulty and prosperity, hardship and 


ease, and to not to dispute the matter with its people. 
And if it changes or strays, then it does not have from us except what is for others. 
May the peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah descend upon you all. 


Signatories: 


Abu ‘Ubaydah al-Lubnani. 

Abu Muhannad al-Urduni. 

Abu Jarir ash-Shamali (Abu Tha’ir). 

Abu al-Huda as-Sudani. 

‘Abdul-‘Aziz (the full brother of Abu Muhammad al-Maadisi). 
‘Abdullah al-Punjabi. 

Abu Yunus al-Kurdi. 


e Abu ‘Aishah al-Qurtubi. 
e Abu Mus’ab at-Tadamuni. 


A copy of the statement sent to: 

al-Qa’idah organization in Yemen. 

al-Qa’idah in Somalia. 

al-Qa’idah Organization in the Islamic Maghrib. 

The brothers in the Mujahidun Shura Council in the vicinity of Jerusalem. 
The Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus. 


And to all who may be concerned, from one of the jihadi factions in the lands of the 
Muslims. 


